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16 July 1946 
Mr. MeIlwraith. 
POLITICAL LEADERS 
(The commission convened at 1230 hours.) 
tits JOHANN WEGSCHEIDER, a witness, took the stand and testified as 

follows; 
BY THE COMM 

Dj. Link, you should have been present at ten o'clock this 
morning. 
BY DR. LINK 

se I wanted to apologize to the Gentlemen anyhow. I had 
got a very brgent summons and I had no time to inform any of my colleagues, 
and therefore I apologize for coming so late. 
— 

BY THE COMMISSIONER: 

The witness will be reminded that he is still under oath. (The 
interpreter reminded the witness.) 

Dr. Link, continue with your examination. 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY DR, LINK: 
Qe Mr. Wegscheider, if I remember yesterday we last talked sbout the 


question ya of what talks you had at the Kreis Leader's office when you had 


attended in your capacity as Ortsgruppen leader. What were the directives 


you had received during those talks by the Kreis leader? 
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Ae The meetings at the Kreis leaders took place twice a year, but 
it might be possible thet in one year or the other there were three meetings« 
One meeting took place just before the Reich party meeting and woes only 
meent for information purposes for this Reich party meeting. The other 
meetings, sometimes there ene only one during the year ss I have stated, 
had the following purpose: the Reich staff and the Reich AMTs leader 
were assembled and the Reich Staff asked one or two of them to give a lec- 
ture on the NSV, DAF or the Peasants. After this lecture which was delivered 
by the Kreis ANTs leader there was a general discussion. After the discus- 
sion the Kreis leader made his final address. These meetings took about an 
hour to one hour and a quarter. 

Q. What were the instructions the Kreis leader gave to you as an 

Ortsgruppen leader with regard to your political tasks and duties? 
‘Ae The Kreis leader has taken charge of the Kreis Kempen-lend in 

1934 and at that time he brought forward the basic principle and gave the 
Kreis ANTs leader the following instructions; “You should not govern or 
command the people, but you should lead them." 

Qe But what is the meaning of that sentence? 
Ae The meaning is the following: You have to be the living example 
for the symbol of the action and you have to be as you want the people to be. 
Qe Did he explain what was to happen if people attacked the state 
leaders or did not approve of their views or measures? 

Ae The Kreis leader outlined there the following principle: Ifa 
citizen = whether he be a party member or not = should eritieize the state 
leaders then the first thing to do is to examine why he has criticized and 


what were the reasons. He streesed the point that first it had to be 


in | 
examined if mmx one way or the other there had not been an injustice done a 


to the mane 
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Qe Had you handed on these directives which you had received at 
that time to your political leaders and seen to it that they were executed? 

Ae Yes. I had given quite clear statements to my Block leaders and 
Zellen leaders and co-workers that this was the course to be taken and if 
a co-worker should have to decide to take action against any one then I 
always asked that he bring the charges forth in a written statement, signed 
with his name, and guaranteed that the facts were correcte 

Qe How many denduncements have you received in the years from 1933 
to 194 from your Block and Zellen Leaders? 

Ao In reality I have received but one dengumciation during all those 
years and this denfunciation was a denfunciation between two party members. 

Qe Were such denffunciations caused because the Block Leader and the 
Zellen leader had to spy upon the παππᾶ population and find out their views? 


Le During my twelve years of service I have never received such 


& denfimetation. 


Qe Don't you know that in the organization charter the Block and 
Zellen leaders have to find out who are spreading rumors and have to denounce 
them? 

Le I have only got hold of the organization charter in the year 1945. 
Therefore I could not be aware of that paregraph and in fact because I had 
such work I have not really read the organization charter. 

Qe Yesterday you stated that yow wax co-workers in the Ortsgruppen 
staff were only three and that one of them was only a co-worker on paper, 
tha-t is he did not really exist and that he was written down on the paper 
only because three co-workers had to be shown to the Kreis leader. Is that 


correct? 


Ae Yes, E 
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Qe Don't you know that the organization charter provides for a 
considerably larger Ortsgruppen staff? 
^. Yes. It provided for instance for a journalistic ANTs leader 
end I think even for a similar leader. 
De Since when have you this information? 
Ae I can not quite recall during the year which was informed by 
the Kreis leader and by a circular leader. 
Oe What do you mean, witness, by Hoheitstrager? 
Λο The term Hoheitstrager to me means a person who has sufficient 
rights in a well defined area or is in charge of that area. 
Qe Have you considered your Block and Zellen leaders as Hoheitstbragers? 
Ae No, I did not consider them as Hoheitstragerse 
Qe. But as what? 
Only as co-workers. 


Did your Block and Zellen leaders have files? 


Yese In the beginning and efter the foundation of the Ortsgruppen 


the Block and Zellen leaders had files at their disposal. But after a 
couple of years I had these files removed and handed them over to the cashier 
because I had found out that in most of the cases the facts stated in the 
files were not correct. 

Qe Were those files of the party members regarding their contributions 
because you say you handed them over to the cashier efterwards? 

A. Yes. These files were relevant for the collection of the 
contributions. 

Qe I mean to say Mpal were they files of the citizens in general in 
which you could see what sort of papers the man reads and what were his 


political connections? 
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No. There wes no such files. 
Did you have official contact with your Gau leader? 


No, I had no official contact with the Gau leader. 


Had you in your capacity as Ortsgruppen leader or any of your 


co-workers any authority as to police matters and to assignments? 


Ae Noe We had no such authority. 


Qe Could you in your capacity as Ortsgruppen leader call for the 
SA or the SS for certain measures? 


NOe 
the 
Qe What about the grades and conmissions πᾶ political leaders were 


to receive in accordance with the organization charter? 


Ae I had given no information to my political leaders, I mean the 
Block and Zellen leaders, with regard to that matter. 


BY THE COMMISSIONER: 
a. 
¿shine Mb will adjournimtil two ot clock. 
1300 hours 
(Commission adjourned/until 1400 hours) 
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g 1 src in your Ortsgruppen, or in the 
further awey area, emergency landed flyers? 

A Yes, I myself had the opportunity to take a 
parachute flyer into my apartment, and one of my political 
co-workers had an opportunity to pick up two of them. 

Q What happened to them? 

+- Those who were picked up by the political 
leiters were fed by the farmer; the one I piked up myself 
hed rations with him. After a very brief time, perhaps 
ten minutes, they were picked ùp by car by the Gendarmerie 
in Kempten. 

Q They were not ill treated or in any way 
mistreated? 

bs Not in the least. 

Q Yet you have read mostly likely the newspaper 
articles by Goebbels? Why didn't you follow his advice? 

A Firstly because I myself was a soldier. I 
was partigipant in the campaign in 1918, that is to say - 
I was a soldier for almost eight years, and I would 
have sonadeered it an injustice to treat prisoners of 
war that way. 


Q And secondly? 


Secondly, the attitude of the population was 
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that they would not have committed any viciousness 
against any prisoners of war or parachute flyers. 

Q Did you have anything to do with other American 
or British prisoners of war in your capacity as Ortsgruppen- 
leiter? 

A Yes, I had something to do with American and 
Russian PWs. 

“hen was that? 

A I cannot recall the month exactly. It was 
either January or February 1945. 

Q Did they escape fromé camp, or were they 
in any other way desserters? 

A These Americans came from the camp Aitrang 
Kaufbeuren. They were p icked up by a Landwacht 
service at midnight near a bridge near Hirschdorf. 


Q How did you happen to be there? 


A both Landwacht guards delivered those people 


to me. 

Q Because you were mayor, or because you were 
Ortsgruppenleiter? 

A Because I was mayor. 

Q What did you do? 

A In accordance with directives, I know the 
Gendarmerie stationed at that station, the man who 
enswered the phone told me he could not come to pick 


them up because he was alone. He asked me to talk 
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to the “andwacht people and have them take these people 
to camp. Since it was only four kilometers to Aempten 
it was possible these. people walked there. 

So nothing happened to them? 

A No, these people had a lot of rations with 
them. All they asked for was a little water. 

Q You stated here yesterday that your district 
was a purely rural one. So that you must heve had 
foreign laborers on tho farms. Is that right? 

A We had civilian foreign laborers, about 
sixty male and female, Poles and Ukraines, 

Q Were they treated differently from the German 
workers? | 

A No, they were treated alike - like the German 
workers. 


“ Has the Kreis issued to you as Urtsgruppen- 


leiter, orders stating that Poles were to be treated 


particularly badly? 

A Noe 

Q Are you acquainted with any directives emanat- 
ing from superior authority concerning the treatment 
of foreign laborers? 

A The assignment of these foreign laborers was 
the duty in our community of the Ortsbauernfuehrer, the 


local farmer leader, 


Q Is it correct that the Ortsbauernfuehrer 
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belonged to the Reichsfuehrer? 


Yese 


Was the Arbeitsamt part of y our Ortsgruppen 


Indirectly. 

So that you have not received any directiv es 
from the Ortsbauernfuehrer pertaining to special treat- 
ment of the foreign workers? 

A The Ortsbauernfuehrer always has conferred 
with me on measures which he had to take. I do not 

orally 
remember exactly whether he told me/æ out it, or whether 
he showed me a slip from the Labor Office. 

Q Whet kind of order was it? 

A It was said that Poles and Ukraines were to 
eat at separate tables, were not supposed to use 
bicycles, and had to be home at a definite hour. 

Q Was it like that in your district? If you 
knew about it, would that have been put into practice? 

A No, I told the Ortsbauernfuehrer Joseph we 
cannot ask our farmers to cook specielly for the 
foreign workers. The people worked at the farms and 
they should be fed well there. 

Q 4nd Joseph did it that way? 

A Yes. 


Q Mr. Witness, did you ever hear of Einsatzstab 


Rosenberg? 
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A Νο. 

Q And not even after the capitulation? 

A No. 

Q “hat is your idea of it? 

THE COMIISSIONER: I object to this question, 
because he has not heard of Einsatzstab Rosenberg, so 
he cannot have an ides of it. 

Di LINK: I wanted to know what sort of idea the 
words "Einsatzstab kosenberg" really means to him. 

THE WITNESS: 1 could only assume that it was a 
matter of church affairs. 

BY DR LINK: 

Q In conclusion, I want to ask you two things: 
Have you read "Mein Kampf" by Adolf Hitler? 

THE WITNESS ATTEMPTS TO ANSWER. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Tell us, yes or no. 

THE WITNESS: Not completely. 

LINK: 

Q Did you understand it. “id you understand 

far as you read it? 

ἐν I have read only less than one-third of it. 

Q Did you understand that third which you read? 


A No e 


Q And the last. “hen did you notice that the 


war was lost? 


A At the collapse of the West Wall. 
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THE COM: ISSIONER: At the collapse? 
THE WITNESS: Yes, sire 
LINK: 
Q Then what did you do? 


A There was nothing to do. "hat could I have 


Q For instance, you could have resigned as 


Ortsgruppenleiter. 


A That would not have been of any use. Because 


«the next cay there would have been someone else in my 
place. 

DR LINK: No further questions. 

CROSS -EXAMINATION 
BY COL. GRIFFITH-JONES: 

2 why should you imagine that the Einsatzstab 
Rosenberg is something to do with church matters? 

A From what one could gather from discussion 
with party members, one heard that iosenberg was leading 
some sort of fight against the church. 

COL GRIFFITH-JONLS: In the interest of time, I 
do not propose to cross-examine this witness. His evidence 
is cumulative. It is exactly the same, point by point, 
on the evidence SD ον other member of the political 
leaders has given. The transcript, for the assistance 


of the Tribunal, has time and again, always reference 


to documents which are in complete contradiction to what 
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the witnesses said on many points. J don't think it 
would be of any use to question the witness here.... 

THE COMMISSIONER: 5ο you are not going to cross- 
examine this witness? 

Defense counsel, do you have any more 

questiors ^? 


DR LINK? No questions. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Col Orlov, please? 


BY COL ORLOV: 

9, You told us that your whole activity, your 
entire activity as Ortsgruppenleiter, consisted of 
calling two to three meetings annually, and some con- 
ferences with Zellenleiters. 

A Yes, that is the way it was. 

Q "hat sort of assistance did you give to the 
Party and the government? 

A Merely within the Ortsgruppen - we attempted 
to diminish unemployment. 

Q This is hardly a matter for the Party, to 
have done that as mayor; but in your capacity as Orts- 
gruppenleiter what did you do ? 

A My activity as Ortsgruppenleiter was merely 
marginal since in February 1954, besides being mayor 
I also had to take over the function as chairman of 


the Smiths League of smiths. 


; COMMISSIONER: You mem blacksmiths? 
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THE WITNESS: Yes. And I also took over that 
of the Outdoor Purchasing Blacksmiths Cooperative. 
BY COL ORLOV: 

2 In any case, you were a Nazi, a Party member, 
were you not? 

A Yes, I was a Party member, 

ῳ And you annually gave an oath to Adolf 
Hitler? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And how did you as&ist Adolf Hitler? “ha t 
kind of help did you give him? 

A I personally took care of disappearance of 
poverty in the community... 

Q One moment... For that there was a burgo= 
master. 

A Yes. 


Q And as Ortsgruppenlei ter? 


A In March 1953 we were prohibited from holding 


meetings and giving lectures. 

Q Did you receive pay, extra pay, for your 
activity as Urtsgruppenleiter, or not? 

A I have not received a penney for my activity 
as Ortsgruppenleiter. 

Q So that was an honorary position? 


A Yes, that was honorary. 
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Q What do you think in your opinion would have 
been the difference if there would have been no Orts- 
gruppenleiter at all in your district? 

A The population was very orderly and good, and 
they loved to work, and I don't think that there would 
have been any sort of difficultues. 

COL ORLOV: No further questions, sir. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Witness, you were telling us that 
you were a member of the Nazi Party, but at the same time 
you could not understand the book, "Mein Kampf". How 
could that be? 


THE WITNESS: Yes, I have stressed before tha. due 


to my many full activities as mayor, as chairman of the 


Blacksmiths League, and as chairman of the Blacksmiths 
Cooperative, I attempted again and agá η to get through 
the book, but I was disturbed again and asain, and 1 
finally gave up reading the book all together. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank youe Have you any fur- 
ther questions, Dr. Link? 

DR LINK: Two questions. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, go ahead. 
BY DR LINK: 

Q First, Mr. Wegscheider, your co-workers, 
which you had, Block, Zellenleiters, and so on -- did 


they annually swear fealty to Hitler? 


A No. ‘They were sworn in only once, 
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Q Once only in the twelve years from 1966 to 


A Yes, once only. 

q In your capacity as Ortsgruppenleiter, not 
only as Burgomaster, but also as Ortsgruppenleiter, 
did you consider it your task to help people and to 
care for people, regardless of whether they were Party 
members or not? 

A I did not make any difference in the person. 

DR LINK: No further questions. Only pertaining 
to the remark of Col Griffith-Jones I wish to state 
that in my opinion the testimony of this witness is 
not cumulative since he is the only representative of 
the Ortsgruppenleiters, which is to say, of the rural 
Ortsgruppenleiters which has been heard before this 
Commission at all. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Any further questions? 

No answere 

How long were you a member of the Nazi Party? 

THE WITNESS: I entered in 1933. 

THE COMMISSIONER: 19357 For how long were you 
a Party member? 

THE WITNESS: From March 28 1933 until the end. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Until the end. So it makes 


twelve years? 


THE WITNESS: Yes, sir. "| 4 
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THe Q MMISSIONER: “nd for twelve years you had 


no time to read "Mein Kampf"? 


THE WITNESS: Noe I stopped reading it entirely. 


THE COMMISSIONER: All right. 
Have you any further questions? 
No answer, 
THE COMMISSIONER: We are finished with this 
witness, Ihe witness may be excused, 


The witness was dismissed. 
A recess was declared, 
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DEFENSE OF ORGAN TZATIONS, TAKEN BUF ORE A 

COMMISSION APPO NTED BY THE INTERNATIONAL 

MILITARY TRIBUNAL PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH li 

OF THE ORDER OF THE TRIBUNAL DATED 13 MiRGH 1916, 
16 July 1916 

COM ESSIONER ; 
Ur, \icliwraith. 
POLITICAL LEADERS 
(The conüssion convened at 1230 hours) 

JOHANN WEGSCHEIDER, a witness, took the stand and testified a 

CO: 3ISSIONER + 

The witness will be reminded tuat he is still under oath, (The inter- 
reter reminded the witness.) 

Dre Link, continue with your xàninati Ne 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

LINK: 

Q Im Wegscheider, if I remenber yesterday w last talked about the 
question of what talks you had at the Kreis leader's office when you had 
attended in your capacity as Ortsgruppen Leader. What were the directives you 
had received during those talks by the Kreis leader? 

A The meetings the Kreis leaders took place twice a year, but it 
might be possible that in one year or the other there were three mectings, 

One meeting took place just before the Reich party meeting and was only neant 
for information purposes for this Reich party meeting. ‘he í £85 
somtinos there was enly ono during tho year as I have stated, had the foll win; 
purpose: the Reich staff and tho Reich AMTs leader were assembled and the 

Reich Staff asked one or two of them to give a lecture on the NSV, DAF or the 


Pcasantse After this lecture which was delivered by the Kreis 175 leader 


there was a general discussione After the discussion the Kreis peter uada 


his final address, These meetings tock about an hour to one hour aw a quarter, 
Q What were the instructions the Kreis lealer gave to you as an 
Ortsgruppen leader with regard to your politiea] tasks and dutics? 
A The Kreis leader has taken charge of the Kreis Kenpen-land in 193) 


and at that tine he brought forward the basic srinciple and gave the Kreis ¡Ts 


leader the following instructims: "You showd not govern or comand the people, 
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but you should lead then, 

Q But what is the meaning of that sentence? 

4 The meaning is the follcwings You have to be the living example for th 
symbol of the action and you have to be as you want the people to be, 

Q Did he explain that was to happen if people attacked the state leaders 
or did not approve of their views or measures? 

A The Kreis leader outlined there the following principles: If a 
citizen -- whether he be a party nerber or not -- should criticize tho state 
leaders then the first thing to do is to examine why he has criticized and 
what wore the reasons. He stressed the point that first it had to be examined 
if in ene way or the other there had not been an injustice done to the mane 

Q Had you handed on these directives which you had received at that tine 
to your political leaders and seen to it that they were executed? 

A Yos. I had given quite clear statenents to my Block leaders and 
Zellen leaders and co-workers that this was the course to be taken and if a 
co-worker should have to decide to take action against any one then I always 

asked that he bring the charges forth in a written statement, signed with his 
nane, and guaranteed th t the facts were correct, 

Q How many denouncenents have you received in the years from 1933 
1915 from your Block and Zellen Leaders? 

A In reality I have received but one denunciation durfnz all those 
years and this denunciation was a denunciation between two party ΤΙΘΠΟΟΥ 8 

Q Were such denunciations caused because the Block leader and the Zellen 
leader had to spy upon the population and find out their views? 

A Burihg ny twelve years of service I have never received such a denun- 
ciatione 

Q Don't you know that in the organization chamér the Block and 
Zellen leaders have to find out who are Spreading rumos and have to denounce 
them? 

A I have only got hold of thc crganization clarter in the year 1913. 
Therefore I could not be aware of that paragraph al in fact because I had such 
work I have not really read the organization chartre 

Q Yesterday you stated that your co=workes in the Ortssrunpen staff 


were only three and that one of then was only az2o-worker on paper, that is he 


2505 





16 July-JH-3-Roberts 


did not really exist and that he was written down on the paper only because 
three co-workers had to be shown to the Kreis leaders Is that correct? 

A Yes. 

Q “Don 't you know that the organization charter provides for a 
considerably larger Ortsgruppen staff? 

A Yes. It provided for instance for a journalistic ATs leader and I 
think oven for a similar leaders 

Q Since when have you this information? 

A I camnot quite recall during the year which was informed by the Kreis 
leader and by a ciréular leader, 

Q What do you mean, witness, by Hoheitstrarer? 

he term Hoheitstrager to me means a person who has sufficient rights 
in a well defined area or is in charge of that area. 

Q Have you considered your Block and Zellen leaders as Hohcitstrocers? 

No, I did not consider them as H oheitstragers, 
But as what? 

Only as co-workcrse 

Did your Block and Zellen leaders have files? 

A Yese In the beginning and after the f sundatim of the Ortsgruppen 
the Block and Zellen leaders had files at their disposal. But after a couple 
of years I had these files removed and handed them over to the cashicr because 
I had found out that in most of the cases the facts stated in the files were 
not correct, 

Q Were those files of the party members regarding their contributions 
pecause you say you handed them over to the cashier afterwards? 

A Yese These files wre relevant for the collection of the contri- 
butionse 

Q Incan to say were they files of the citizens in general in which you 
could see what sort of papers the man reads and what were his political 
connections? 

Noe There were no such files, 
Did you have official contact with your Gau leader? 


No, 1 had no official contact with the Gau leader, 
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Q Had you in your capacity as Ortsgruppen leader or any of your co- 
workers any authority as to police motters and to assignments? 

à Νους We had no such authority. 

Q Could you in your capacity as Orbsgruppen leader call 
or tho SS for cortain measures? 

A Noe 

Q That about tho graces and cormissions the political leaders were to 
receive in accordance with the organization charter? 

A I had given no information to my political leaders, I mean the Block 
and Zellen leaders, with regard to that mattere 
BY THE ΒΟΙ͂Γ ISSIONERs 

Ue will adjourn now until two ofclock, 


(Commission adjourned 1300 hours until 1100 hours) 
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16 JULY ,9h6 


AFTERNOON SESSION 
(The Hearing Reconvened at 1100 hours) 
COMMISSIONER: 
MR. RASUMOV. 
THE COM ISSIONER:Vherc is defense counsel? Counsel, how much 
time do you think you will take with the witness? 
DR. LINK: Approximately threeequarters cf an hour. 
LINK; 
$ Before the recess, you stated that in your district the qucsticn 
ranks of your co-workers cid not play any part? 
Noe 
So that your co-workers did not carry any political leader rank? 
Noe 
à Did the Block and Zellenleiters among each other have any 
special meetings or conferences? 
Noe 
THE COMMISSIONzR: Counsel, what is the testimony to be given 
by the witness? 
DR. LINK: Thetheme of the proof is to be whither the group which 
. 
could be observed by the witness was a cohesive group formed with the pur- 
pose of committing crimes in the sense of the statute. 4nd whether the 
alleged criminal goals were observable and easily recognizable by this grou; 
in the sense of the paragraph 3e 
THE COMMISSIONER: Couldn't I have that statement in written 
form? 
DR. LINK: I stated it this morning, that I could have brought 
a written form; but I would have to have it written upe 


THE COMMISSIONER: All right, continue with your exsminatiop now, 
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BY DR, LINK: 
s Do you want to say thet in themeetinzs with y ur Kreisleiter or 
in themectings with your Ortszruppenleiter ;roup, or in the mectings of the 


other political leacers, no ciscussion took place pertaining to measures 


cr plans, nor were those mensurcs or plans touchec upon, which one c ula 


characterize as humanly indecent and which nicht serve to the commission 


of criminal deeds? 
m In the se circles these things werc not discusscde 
THE COMMISSIONER: Let with witness speak. Let him finish. 
THE VI TNESS: In these circles these matters were not discussed. 
LINK: 

In your capacity as Ortsgruppenleiter, cid you ever receive any 
directives pertaining to the throwing of German nationals into Concentra- 
tion Camps? 

I have not received any such directivese 

i änd you yourself, did you ever issue any such cirectives emanatin: 
yourselfto ycur co-workers? 
Noe I have not given any such directives to my co=workerse 

How was it in your Astrict, with the throwing cf people into 
concentration camps? 

Since I took over the functicn of mayor, or Ortsgr1>penleiter, 
in my district, no one was thrown into any concentration camp 

43 Do you know of any cases where people were either put into con= 
centration comps, cr where people came out of concentration cainps? 

Yes, I æ know. It was after the seizure cf powcre It may have 
been approximately in F.bruarys But I do not know at whose instigation 
these people were sent to Dachaue 

Did you approve of it; did you do anything against it? 

It was actually only at the end of 1933 or in January 193} that 
in my community two of my co=workers by reason of some sort of remark were 
thrown into a camp. And because the wife of one of them came to me asking 
me to put in an application for her husband's release, and because she had 
a grent vegetable garden because she herself was sickly and could not take 
care of it properly. Furthermore, she hac the dumping place a 


DR. LINK: s.o» That does ot mean anything Or. ..... 
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BY DR. LINK: —0032 

Did you make an application, with or without success? 

Ycs, I got him out, 

Did you 2sk him how he fared in the concentration camp? 

I want to stress the name of tho man herce It was Michacl 

fron Kempton. 

¡hat dic he say? 

He thanked me because cut of my own -- out of my community fund, 
I gave the man car fare anc a little pocket money, anc. I asked him, “Now, 
Baer, how did you make out?" He said that he had gotten along well, that 
treatment and focd was gocde 

G Could you mention more tases to the Court where you have cared 

for people released from concentrati n camps or other jails? 

los. 
; Did you ever hear of people in coneentrati n camps being mistreat 
or even killed? 

No, I actually heard of it only in the camp in Garmisch that 
there hac been such campSe 

Did you receive any directives, or did you transfer any, which 
indicated that it was a task of political leiters to ficht against the 
church? 

Noe 

Never? 


No, ncvere 


Did political leiters disturb church s ervices? 


Did I understand you correctly -- you wanted t^ know whother 
political leiters attended church? 

Nos What I want to know is whether they disturbed church servici 

Noe 

Did political leiters attend Church services? 

98 

ire you “Believing in Goo"? 

No, I am Catholice 
Q Were the political leiters permitted, despite the fact that they 


were political lciters, permitted to participate in church activitics? 
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A I myself, and eight cf my Co-workers, notwithstanding their 
being political leiters, were members of the church choir, 

C Was a directive ever issued asking the resignation fromthe 
church? 

Δ ke hever received any written directives. 

Did political leiters resign? 
None in my Ortszruppene 
Will you tell the court of the religicus attitude of the popula= 
tion in the Allsau? 
L My Ortsgruppen, or tather the inhabitants of my community, all 
were catholics. 

P Isn't it true that the populati.n of Allgau were mostly 
catholic? 

A lio stl y chtholic--only in the area in the north of Kempten, 
Lutherans, 

Did you have any contact with trade unions? 
No, 

Were there any Jews in your Kreis at any time? 
Inthe Landkreis Kempten there were no Jews, 

4 Did the Jewish cattle dealers come int > the country -- in your 
Ortsgruppen also? 

di In Kempten there was a wholesale cattle trading firm of Loew 
Brothers, The farmors went to the city to transact their busincss there, 
They rarely came out to our comnunity/ 

4 How long did your farmers, your population, trade with these 


Jewish cattle Healers? A 


A For a long time after the seizure of power, but I canot 


definitely state the year. 
4 In your capacity a Ortsgruppenleiter, did you not enlighten 
the farmers that they were not to deal with Jews, anc to boycott them? 
h T did note 
Y Why not? 
hy Because I would have considered this interference with the rights 


of the farmers 
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da 


There was 


Y 


drectives 


Im 


Did you hear anything about the cxeesses in the year 1938? 
There were some individual rumors. 

Nothing has happened there? 

Noe 

What was your idea of tho solution of the Jewish problem. You 


observed that the Jews had slowly cisappearede 


Yes, I thought that the Jews woul: have been settled somewherce 


a lot being spoken and written regarding Faleatine. 
In your capacity as Ortsgruppen leiter, did you receive any 


stating that the «merican parachuters emergency landing were to 


be particularly badly treated? 


ah 


No, I have never received anything. To the contrary, the Kreis- 


leiter has ordercc that such emergency landed flyers were to be treated 


humanely as prisoners of ware 





TS IN 


Havo theso directives also beon put into practice? 
$, Sire 

Q Tere there in your Ortsgruppon, or in tho further away arca, 
emergency landed flyors? 

h Yes, I myself had the opportunity to take a parachute flyor into 
my apartnont, and ono of my political co-workers had an opportunity to pick 
up tro of then, 

Q What happened to then? 

A Those who were picked up by the political leiters were fod by tho 
farmer3 tho one I p icked up myself had rations with hime Aftor a vory 
5riof time, perhaps ten minutes, they wore picBod up by car by the 
Gendarmerie in Konptone 

They were not ill trostoc or in a way mistreated? 
in the least, 
you have read mostly liköly tho newspaper articles by Gochbol 
you follow his advice? 
e soldior, I was participant in tho 
ampaign in 1918, that is to sa L was a soldior for almost cight yoars, 


1 


and + would have considored it on ingustico to troat prisoners of war that 


attitude of the population was that they would not 
have cormittec any viciousness aginst any prisonors of war or parachute 


flyorse 


ον 


^ c 1 r En $40 Je «4 1 / : in cie εἰ ἃ 
Did you have anything to do with other American or British p 


of war in your capacity as Ortsgrupponloitor ᾿ 


E 


A Yes, I had something to do with American a 


Q When was that? 


n t on 4 D oi 4 3 
A 1 cannot rocall tho month oxactlye It was cithor January 
Je 


A 


TA 4. E 1 
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Q Did they cseapo from a comp, or wore 


dosortors? 


near a 


Londwacht sorvice at midnight no 


A 
Le 


picked up by 


Q How did you happon to bo thoro? 


ν 


Because you wero mayor, or because you wore Ortsgrup 


Because I was mayore 


ilat did you do? 


In accordance with directives, I 


station, tho mm who ansırero. 


51 07Ο 9 


thom up because he was 


»oople and have them take these people 


.. 


kilomcters to Konptan it was possiblo 
So nothing happened to thon? 


these people had 


for was 2 little water, 


ἊΣ 1 t 
fou stated here yesterday thet your 


had foreign loborers 


NAVO 


you must 1 


A Wo had civilion forcig laborors, 


Polos and Ukroinose 
Q ‘Jere they treated differently fron 
lo, they were treated alike = like 


Q Has tho Xrcis issuod to yo 


a 


These Jmoricans come from the comp Jitrang Kaufbourons 


oth Landwacht guards dolivorod those pocplo to noe 


lmow the Gonda 


phone 


ons with thor. 


ati: 


as Ortsgrupponleiter, ordors 


i N 


they in any othor wey 


hey were 


bridge nocr Lirsohdorf, 


penloitor? 


lariorio stationed 


t 


told no he could not 


ων à 


people walked thoro, 


1 


All thoy asked 


district was a purcly rural once 


on tho farms, Is that right? 


ehout sixty male and fonalo, 


1 the Germen workers? 


tho German workerse 
stating 


Pp . 
that Polos wore to be treated particularly badly? 


Δ No σι 


th 


Wi αχ 


Aro you acquainted 


ο κ αὶ 


authérity concerning the treatment « 


foroi 


ny directivos emanating from superior 


laborors? 


ssignment of thoso foreign laborers was tho duty in our 


comunity of tho Ortsbauernfuchrer, the 
Is 
Yo Se 


x CTS 
uas tho Arboitsant, D 


local farmer loador e 


it correct that tho Orts,ruernfuchrer belonged to tho Keichsfuchrer? 


of your Urtsgruppon staff? 


251} 
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A Indirectly. 
Q So that you have not roccivod any directives from the Ortsbauern- 
fuchrer pertaining to special treatment of tho foreign workers? 


A Tho Ürtsbauornfuchror always has conferred with me on neasures which 


wo 


he had to take, I do not rmenber exactly whether he told me orally about it, 


or Whether he showed me a slip from the Labor Office, 
Q What kind of order was it? 


It was said that Poles and Ukrainos were to eat at separate tables, 


not supposed to use bicycles, and had to be home at a definite hour, 
Q Was it like that in your district If you knew about it, wola 


been put into practice? 
E I 


, 


No, I told the Ortsbauernfuchrer Joseph we cannot ask our farmers 
to cook specially for tho foreign workers, The people worked at 
and they should be fed well therce 


And Joseph did it that wey? 


Ly? 
Yose 

lir, Witness, did you over hear of Einsatzstab Rosenberg? 
Noe 


And not even after tho capitulation? 


MC. 


your idea of gt? 


TIE COMMISSIONER: is question, because he has not heard 


of Einsatzstab osenberg, so he camot have on idea of it, 


Di. LINK: I wonted to knowvhzt sort of iden tho werds "Binsetzstab 


osonberg" really means to hime 


TE WITNESS: I could only ume that it was ο matter of church affairs, 

BY Di, LINK: 

In conclusion „ I want to ask you two things: 
Have you read "Moin Komp£" by Adolf iàtler' 
THE WITNESS ATTEMPTS TO ANSI. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Toll us, yo 
TIE WITNESS: Not 

LINK; 
you understand it, Dia you understand it as far as you read it? 
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A I have read only less than onc=third of it, 
Dic you understand that third which you read? 
Noe 
And the last, “hon did you notico that the war was lost 


At the collapse of tho + ost “all. 


IMAN 


? 
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ΠΕ COIMMIISTLOUER : 
VITHESS: Yes, 
BY DR. LINK: 
Then what did 
There was nothing What could I have dono? 
For instance, you could have resigned as Ortsgruppenleiter, 
That would not have been of any use, Because the next 
day there would have been someone else in my place. 


llo further questions, 


ROSS-EXA 141... TION 


BY COL. GRIPIITE-JOSES: 


Q Why should you imegine that the Einsatzstab Rosenberg is 


something to do with church metters? 


From whet one could gather from discussion with party 


Nosenberg wes leading some sort of fight 


o 


e 


mermers, one heard thet 
inst the church. 

COL. GRITTITI-JONES: In the interest of time, I do not proposa 
to cross-exemine this witness. His evidence is cumulative. lt is 
exactly the same, point by point, on the evidence trat every other 
member of the political leaders has given. the transcript, for the 

the Tribunel, has ti md again, always reference to 
documents which are in complete tion ' whet the witnesses 
said on many points. I don't think i vould Ἱ f any use to ques- 
tion tho witnoss hores... 
COMCTIISSIONER: So you aro not going to cross-excriine this 


e 


Defense counsel, do you have any moro questions? 


Col, Orlov, please? 


i. ORLOV: 


You told us that your whole ¿ctivity, your entire activity 


Ortsgruppenleiter, consisted of calling two to three meetings 


annually, ¿nd some conferences wit ellonloiters, 
A Yes, that is the way it was. 
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assistance did you 
government? 


“icroly within the Ortsgruppen - 


unonployront, 


Q This is niatter for tho 


^ 


as mayor; 


apaci 


-- 


v 


mt in your c ty as 


activity as Ortesarupponloito 


since in February 195 


over the function as chcirmon of tho 


COMMISE IONE : 


ο. ἃ 


WITIESS: Yes, «nd + also took ο 


Purchasing Blacksmiths Coopor:.tivo. 


BY COL. ORLOV: 


η 


v 


In any case, you wore 


NP De 
assist Adolf Hit 


you 
did you give hin? 
I personally took c:.ro 
comunity.oss. 


a Ono monent,.. For there was 


3 d 
L cs 


we 


as Ort 


S a 


ssruppen loiter? 


and 


$4 


ioitod 


In March 1933 wo wore prol 


^ 


ond giving lectures, 


Q Vid you receive pay, extra 


v 


Ortsgrupponloitor, or not? 


^ 
/ 


liotor, 
vas on honorary position 


honorary. 
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I kavo not rocoivod 5 ponny for ny : 


AT 


Give to the Party and the 
dininish 


Perty, to hive done that 


Ortsgruppenlciter whet 


merely marginal 
also had to take 


Lo..cuo of sriths, 


You mean blacksniths? 


E 


ver that of tho Outdoor 


lor? 


from holding neetings 
your activity cs 
as Ortsgruppan - 


ctivity 


? 





in N 


Go you think in your opinion would have beon tho 
thoro would have been no Ortsgrupyenloitor ot all in 
your district? 

The povulation was very orderly and good, and they loved 
to work, and I don't think thet thero would hevo beon any sort of 
difficultios. 

COL. ORLOV: o further questions, sir. 

COLLTSSIONER: 1 1 you voro telling vs th-t you wore 
& member of tho Nagi Ta but at the sono time you could not 
udurstand the E Kempf" „ How could that 
IZ WITHESS: Yos, I havo strossod "ofore thet due to 

full ictivities as mayor, a neirzn of tho Slacksniths Loco 
and ms chairman of tho Blacksmiths Cooper.tive, at teripted 
and again to got through tho book, but + was 
again, and I finally govo up PocJin; tho book cll to 


TE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. Ecvo jou ony further questions, 


Two questions, 
pS 
LOS 3 


BY DR. LINK: 


YA " E Kan E a 
a "irst, “ir. “ogschoidor, your co-workors, which you had, 


Zollonloitors, ond so on did they annuclly swosr foclty 
to hitlor? 


m 


Io, they were sworn in only once, 


Once only in the twelve yo-rs from 1933 to 1945? 
Yos, once only, 

18 Ortsgruppenleit.r, not only cs Burgo- 
mastor, Ὁ L8 4 ^vs5rupponloitor, did you cmsider it your task 
to kolp people and to ecie for people, regardloss of whother they 
were Party members or not? 

Vid not nako any difference in tho person, 
llo furthor questions, Only portoinin; to the ronark 
sto that in iy opinion tho 
cumdl.. tivo sinco ho is tho only 
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represent. 


rurcl OSrtssrup enlciters which has 


CD ALT, 
SSION 


CLAS W 


tive of the Orts;r 


TT 


^ 


ES 


uppenloitors, which is to 


here before this 


iny furthor questions? 


TER 4 


or. 


iloxioor oi tho 


you à 


I ontored in 1933. 


1933? For how wore you & Party morbor? 


roh 28 1955, until tho ond, 


Tron lia 


twolve 


COiLtIScIONZI 


rr e 
acnpif"? 


TI TUESS: 
` 1: Jw 


io 


stopped reading 


Onswcr, 


MISCIOUER: 


witness muay i 


po) 


Tho 


rA Q 


TT 
VERIS Cw) I 


dis 


of JOHANI 


foregoing 


IDER, talon 


506 excused. 
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